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//introduction to practice  
a:b:i:r architects  believe passionately in creating a high quality, sustainable and contextual 
architecture. We are a dynamic and forward looking architectural practice founded on our shared 
architectural ambition to deliver responsible, design led architecture that is rooted in its local 
community. 
 
a:b:i:r architects  have won many awards for their architecture. The directors wide ranging 
experience in numerous industry sectors including housing, healthcare, leisure, community, 
education, domestic and retail, allied with experience and expertise in the UK, Europe and the 
Middle East gives a:b:i:r architects  a wide breadth and depth of knowledge in their field. 
 
a:b:i:r architects  an RIBA Chartered Practice  and ISO9001:2008 accredited 
 

//approach 
High quality environmentally responsible design is a core value at a:b:i:r architects . 
 
For us good design means: 
CONTEXTUALLY APPROPRIATE  responding to the site and locality, the brief, the client and the 
local community to create a sense of place 
INNOVATIVE AND IMAGINATIVE  in layout of spaces, relationship of inside and outside spaces, 
materiality and interpretation of client and community needs 
SUSTAINABLE  both in terms of materials, specification and the long term appropriateness of a 
building on a site.  
 
We approach sustainability not as an add-on but as integral to the design process. We assess it in 
the following ways 
ORIENTATION & LAYOUT  to maximise sunlight and views and control heat gain and cooling 
PASSIVE DESIGN to control ventilation, heat gain and cooling 
MATERIALS  to respond to and be rooted in the locality, to improve efficiency and to reduce 
transport costs.  
SYSTEMS using technologies as appropriate to the site to reduce carbon emissions and fuel bills  
 
//recent awards 
2010 HSBC Start Up Stars Regional Finalist 
The Brighton Bandstand  
2010 Sussex Heritage Trust Awards  
2010 South East LABC Overall Winner - Technical Category; Finalist  - Best Community Building  
2010 Lighting Design Award - Special Project Award 2010  
2010 International Green Apple Award for the Built Environment - National Gold 
2010 RICS Awards - Runner up in Building Conservation Category 
George Williams House  
2010 Sussex Heritage Trust Awards  
2010 International Green Apple Award for the Built Environment - Silver 
2010 Shortlisted for RIBA Awards  
2010 Shortlisted for RICS Awards 
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//recent relevant experience //housing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

Mixed Use Scheme. 
South East  
(2010-2014) 
Mixed use city centre  
incorporating retail, offices, 
medical and private & 
affordable housing  

Wellend Villas,  
Brighton   
(2005-2008) 
Construction cost : £9M 
43 unit city centre affordable 
housing scheme 
 

Whichelo Place, Brighton  (2005-2007) 
Construction cost : £205K 
Two bedroom eco-house using timber frame 
construction super insulated with sheep’s wool 
insulation and clad in locally grown sweet 
chestnut boards. There is solar water heating, a 
ground source heat pump and grey water 
recycling.  
Eco-house of the year 2007   
 

Clapham One, 
Clapham   
(2009-2011) 
Construction cost :  £8M 
63 mixed tenure flats with 3 
associated workshops 

New house, East Sussex   
(2006-2010) 
Construction cost : £200K 
Three bedroom replacement 
dwelling for a private client. The 
building uses a green oak frame 
construction clad in locally grown 
sweet chestnut boards. 
Shortlisted for Ibstock Downland 
Award 2010 
 

Covers Yard, Brighton  
(2006-2011) 
Construction cost : £5M 
43 unit city centre affordable 
housing scheme 
 

Eco-house, Bedfordshire 
(2009-2011) 
Construction cost : £400K 
A new build 3 bedroom eco-house 
on a vacant 0.7Ha plot in Bedford. 
The project will incorporate green 
wall systems, green sedum roofs 
and solar thermal. 
 

Albany Villas , Hove  
(2009-2011) 
Construction cost :  £2.5M 
Conversion and external 
renovation of 3 Victorian Villas 
into 24 self contained flats within 
the Cliftonville Conservation 
Area (Hove). Currently on site. 
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//recent relevant experience //education, community  & sporting facilities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Woodsmill Education Centre  
(2005)  
Highly sustainable education building 
featuring screw pile foundations, green 
roofs, thermal mass and log walls  
Competition entry (runner up) 
 

Educational facility, South East  
(2011-2013)  
Estimated construction cost : £4.5M 
2500m2 new build addition to educational facility  
 
CONFIDENTIAL   
 

Eco-Sport s Hall, 
Robertsbridge  
(2008)  
Estimated construction cost : £3.5M 
Feasibility for 1800m2 BREEAM Excellent 
multi-sports hall & facilities for use by 
both the college and the community.  
 

Ovingdean Hall College , Brighton   
(2010-2012) 
Internal/external alterations and refurbishment of grade 
2 listed Georgian school buildings to provide 57 bed-
space dormitory accommodation for language school.  
Other proposals include refurbishment of teaching block 
and refurbishment of classroom building to provide 
communal facilities, café, hub & new classrooms and 
toilets.  
The project will be phased throughout its build 
programme to allow for key parts of the site to be 
occupied by students and staff whilst building work 
progresses in other areas. 
 

Stepping in - £550K life skills centre, Brighton Primary School Masterplan, Surrey Extension to listed sports pavilion, Brighton  Extension to sports pavilion, Brighton  Hotel & leisure complex, Abu Nawas 
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George Williams House, East Sussex   
(2005- 2009) 
Construction cost : £5.1M 
5 five bed houses, 38 unit independent living block and 
separate life skills centre with sedum roof for 
YMCA/Downland Housing Association 
 
Shortlisted for RIBA Award 2010 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 

Abu Nawas, Tripoli, Libya  (2008) 
Estimated construction cost : £40-45M 
The brief was to establish a detailed master plan for 
the Abu Nawas site in Tripoli, Libya to provide a 240 
bedroom hotel development with associated spa and 
leisure facilities including 2 swimming pools and other 
beach front development and an independent 4 screen 
cinema, restaurant and small retail units. 
 

Mixed use scheme , Berkshire  (2009-2013) 
Estimated construction cost : £14M  
Master planning of a 2.6Ha site in Berkshire to provide the refurbishment 
of a large listed building back to into a dwelling, 7 ‘executive’ eco-houses 
and 1500m2 media centre and offices. The listed building which is largely 
empty and in need of urgent repair work will become an extensive period 
family dwelling with staff accommodation, home working, guest suites 
games rooms, swimming pool and leisure facilities. Submitted for Planning. 

‘Stepping In’ , Brighton   
(2009-2011) 
Construction cost : £550K 
Conversion of redundant council 
offices into like skills centre for 
Brighton & Hove City Council  

The Eco- house, Ideal Home Show, Earl’s Court  (2008) 
Demountable modular concept eco-house designed and built as the centre piece 
for the Ideal Home Show 2008. The house was designed around a flexible system 
of pre-fabricated cassettes for roofs, floors and walls, built off site and assembled 
by users on site. An exoskeletal steel frame on screw pile foundations provided the 
structure from which the cassettes were hung by sliding them into place. The 
design incorporated flexible uses and layouts, building in areas of flooding, very 
short build times, high levels of insulation along with integrated renewable and 
incorporation of highly sustainable materials 
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//recent relevant experience //community   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

woodsmill education centre 2005    boscombe beach h uts 2009-2011         george williams house 2005-20 09            brighton ‘birdcage’ bandstand 2008-20 09          regency house project 2002-2007 

 
Old Steine (2009-2011)  (£545K) refurbishment of empty council buildings to form new life skills & training centre for homeless and vulnerable people. 

Boscombe Beach Huts (2009-2011)  (£100K) 4 fully accessible beach huts on Boscombe Beachfront for Bornemouth Borough Council. The beach huts are being manufacture off site 
and delivered to site by lorry. CABE international competition winning entry 
George Williams House (2005- 2009)  (£5.1M) New hostel & life skills centre providing 63 flats with shared facilities to CSH level 3. The project features sweet chestnut cladding, 
glulam structure and a sedum roof. The scheme was shortlisted for the RIBA & RICS Awards in April 2010 
The Brighton Birdcage Bandstand (2008-2009)  (£920K) Refurbishment of the iconic, grade II listed Brighton Bandstand to preserve the existing cast iron structure and return it to 
its original colour scheme and roofing materials and create new café facilities under. Lighting Design Award, Green Apple Award (National Gold), Runner up in RICS Awards 
Community Project, Bexhill (2008-2009)  (estimated £10M) health centre, pharmacy, 40 bedroom care home, offices, and worship space   

Regency House Project (2002-2007) (£2.5M) refurbishment of four grade II listed regency town houses to form hostel accommodation for 52 homeless and vulnerable people with five 5 
bed cluster flats and ancillary accomodation. Sussex Hertiage Trust Award winner 
Woodsmill Educational Centre (2005)  Sustainable education building featuring screw pile foundations, green roofs, thermal mass and log walls Competition entry 2005 (runner up) 
 
//civic buildings & public realm   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

media centre 2009-2012                 abu nawas 20 08-2009       spa hotel 2008         company hq Lon don 2009               housing & workshops 2011 
           

  
Media Studios  (2009-2012) (£3M) production centre for television production company with editing suites, meeting rooms etc   
Clapham One (2010-11)  (£8M) 63 affordable housing units with 3 community use workshops as part of a wider development in Clapham, South London  

Trident House, Salfords (2008 ) (£850K) complete refurbishment of a 1980’s office and distribution building to form the client’s UK headquarter building to provide services both nationally 
and internationally.  The design provided new office suites, meeting rooms, social rooms, gymnasium café restaurant, and catering facilities, new entrance and internal street.  
Abu Nawas, Tripoli (2008-2009 ) mixed use scheme including a 250 bed hotel, a 4 screen cinema, a spa complex and other beach front development. 
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//recent relevant experience //heritage  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

private residence, berks 2009-2012         private residence, berks 2009-2012  private residence, berk s 2009-2012           regency house 2005-2007            brighton bandstand 2008- 2009             bri ghton bandstand 

 
Downs Place, Windsor (2009)  enabling works to grade II listed building in a state of disrepair 

Private residence in Berkshire (2009-2012)  Complete refurbishment and renovation to grade II listed building  by the side of the River Thames from offices to private residency  

Albany Villas (2009-2011)  (£2.5M) Conversion and external renovation of 3 Victorian Villas into 24 self contained flats within the Cliftonville Conservation Area (Hove). Currently on site. 

The Brighton Birdcage Bandstand (2008-2009)  (£920K) Refurbishment of the iconic, grade II listed Brighton Bandstand to preserve the existing cast iron structure and return it to 
its original colour scheme and roofing materials and create new café facilities under. Lighting Design Award, Green Apple Award (National Gold), Runner up in RICS Awards  
Regency House Project (2002-2007)  (£2.5M) refurbishment of four grade II listed regency town houses to form hostel accommodation for 52 homeless and vulnerable people with five 
5 bed cluster flats and ancillary accomodation. Sussex Hertiage Trust Award winner 
Ovingdean Hall School (2010-2011)  Internal and external alterations and refurbishment of grade 2 listed Georgian school buildings to provide 57 bed-space dormitory accommodation 
for language school. Refurbishment and alterations to Edwardian cricket pavilion (curtilage listed) to provide changing and refreshment facilities. 

 
//recent relevant experience // healthcare/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sidley gp surgery 2006-2008              mixed use scheme with medical 2010-2014     gp surgery feasib ility south London 2010    polegate gp surgery 2009 -2011                    wistons clinic refurb 206- 2008 

  
Sidley Surgery, Bexhill (2006-2008)  1000m2 new build surgery for 6 GPs with minor surgery facilities an independently run pharmacy and associated admin 

Mixed Use Scheme, South East  (2010-2014) Mixed use city centre incorporating retail, offices, medical and private & affordable housing  

GP Surgery Feasibility, South London  three options for development of redundant site to form 1000m2 GP surgery 

GP Surgery, Polegate (2009-2011)  a new build 1900m2 GP surgery  with minor surgery facilities an independently run pharmacy and associated admin; a 6 affordable housing units 

Wistons Clinic (2006-2008)  (£1.8M) extensive refurbishment of private clinic to provide clearer way finding and upgraded clinical and patient facilities 
 
 
 
 


