
Benefits

Get the most from 
TRADA membership

TRADA Members are entitled 
to a wide range of technical 
and marketing benefits.

Use this quick reference 
guide to check the benefits 
you are entitled to and how 
to get more information 
about them.
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TRADA - what it is 
and how it operates
TRADA (the Timber Research and Development Association) is an 
internationally recognised centre of excellence serving the timber 
and woodworking industries, their suppliers and customers. It is 
a not-for-profit, membership-based organisation and is managed 
by an independently elected Board of Directors, whose primary 
role is to support its membership’s needs and enhance its 
reputation through the careful application of TRADA’s resources.

Through TRADA’s unique relationship with its sole appointed 
service provider, TRADA Technology Ltd, members are assured 
that all membership subscription revenues are applied to 
programmes of information and research. TRADA employs 
no staff. Projects can attract a proportion of other third-party 
funding, which ensures that the value of the programme exceeds 
the membership income spent in any one year.

TRADA Technology manages all aspects of membership 
administration including collecting subscriptions, issuing regular 
mailings and handling all enquiries from existing or potential 
members. It is also very active in maintaining liaison with other 
industry bodies and arranging a programme of workshops and 
seminars - aimed in particular at the Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) of design professionals.

The telephone advisory helpline works hand in hand by TRADA’s 
website, a unique web based Knowledge Resource that 
provides round-the-clock access to TRADA’s wealth of technical 
information online. It is a complete, interactive resource covering 
all aspects of timber design, specification and use and will make 
every project involving timber easier and faster to deliver.

Key features include a searchable species guide, a construction 
drawing library of common details and a download area 
containing design software tools to assist the designer and a 
case study area. There is an online bookshop and a suppliers’ 
directory which allows all visitors to the site to identify TRADA 
members who can supply the products they want to specify and 
use. 

TRADA members are also eligible for discounts on all 
publications and selected training courses offered by  
TRADA Technology and its sister companies. These comprise  
BM TRADA Certification, Chiltern International Fire,  
Chiltern Dynamics and FIRA International - all part of the  
BM TRADA Group.

Discounts on exhibiting and 
attending TRADA events
TRADA’s flagship event, Timber Expo, is a must 
event for anyone selling or specifying timber. 
This two day event, held each September at the 
Coventry Ricoh Arena, is now alongside TRADA’s 
prime specifier conference ‘In Touch with Timber’.

We run regional seminars throughout the year 
which are free for members on a range of topics 
designed to appeal to our broad membership base.

We also run a range of commercial training 
courses, on topics such as Timber Frame, Timber 
Grading, Fire Doors and Management Systems. 
TRADA members receive discounts on all of these 
courses.

How do I use this benefit?

To find out more about 
taking a stand at  
Timber Expo contact 
Loretta Sales,  
Events Director on
t	 0208 870 8794
m 07956173351 
e 	 loretta.sales@timber-expo.co.uk
w 	www.timber-expo.co.uk

For all training events and regional seminars please 
look out for details in the quarterly magazine, 
fortnightly enews and our website.

 

For further information on TRADA, please 
contact us on +44 (0) 1494 569603
or email membership@trada.co.uk
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Marketing Benefits

The TRADA Timber Industry Yearbook is an 
annual printed publication distributed free-of-
charge to 5,000 specifiers and manufacturers. 
Content includes both editorial and reference 
material, including a directory of suppliers.

As well as receiving copies for your own use, 
you are also entitled to free entries in up 
to five product or service categories in the 
Buyers Guide, with the opportunity to buy 
page advertising. 

How do I use this benefit? 
You can easily maintain your own directory entries by visiting 
www.trada.co.uk/membership and following the ‘my company 
Yearbook Listing’ link. If you have identified an error in your 
entry or have any other query about your directory entry, 
please contact our membership administrator. 
t +44 (0) 1494 569603
e membership@trada.co.uk

If you are interested in advertising in the Yearbook please 
contact our media partner, Open Box Publishing Ltd
t +44 (0) 121 608 2300

Free entries in TRADA’s Timber Industry Yearbook

FEATURED
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Every month the TRADA website receives around 41,000 visits and delivers 
55,000 pages of supplier information from the Suppliers Directory. 

As the UK’s most comprehensive listing of companies supplying timber 
related products and professional services it is very important to be listed.

Did you know the Suppliers Directory can now display your 
product catalogues?
This new feature enables members to add product brochures to their 
company information in the Suppliers Directory. With this free service you 
can upload your brochures via our website. Because they are indexed by our 
search engine, they appear in relevant site search results - providing another 
way of finding potential customers. 

How do I use this benefit? 
You can easily maintain your own directory entries by visiting 
www.trada.co.uk/membership and following the  
‘My Company Directory Listing’ link. 

For security reasons you will need an administrator’s 
password – if you do not have one then please contact our 
membership administrator.
t +44 (0) 1494 569603
e membership@trada.co.uk

If you prefer we would be happy to update your record 
for you. Again, contact our membership administrator for 
details.

If you are having any trouble uploading your brochures 
please email them to membership@trada.co.uk. 

If you would like to advertise in the Suppliers Directory 
please contact our media partner, Open Box Publishing Ltd
t +44 (0) 121 608 2300

Sales enquiries from the TRADA website

As a member you are entitled to display the 
TRADA Member logo on your stationery, 
websites and marketing materials - subject to 
terms of use. 

How do I use this benefit?
To request the artwork go to www.trada.co.uk/membership 
or contact our membership department. 
t +44 (0) 1494 569603
e membership@trada.co.uk

Use the TRADA member logo on your stationery
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Technical Information

Free expert telephone advice call +44 (0) 1494 569601

The TRADA telephone advisory line gives 
fast solutions to members’ technical 
questions and, if necessary, free access1 
to TRADA Technology’s expert consultants, 
subject to a maximum of 30 minutes 
per enquiry. Advice on a chargeable 
consultancy basis is available for projects 
requiring greater input.

How do I use this benefit? 
If you or your staff have a question you need answering 
quickly, then contact the helpline on
t +44 (0) 1494 569601  
between 09.00 and 17.00hrs Monday-Friday  
(an answerphone operates outside these times).
Alternatively you can email us.
e advisory@trada.co.uk.

The full text of the most recent TRADA 
publications is available online for free 
viewing, exclusively to TRADA members. 
Bestselling titles accessible online include 
Timber frame construction 4th 
Edition, Green oak in construction, 
Timber decking and External timber 
cladding. 

More than 300 documents from a variety 
of publishers are now available in the 
online technical library for reference.

How do I use this benefit?
Visit the ‘Technical information’ area of the website and 
select the ‘Library’ link, and then use the search facility to 
find the information you require. 

Alternatively follow the links provided to read the text of 
specific books.

Access the latest TRADA technical information on line

Best practice details reproduced from 
a range of TRADA publications and 
presented here as an easy reference 
collection. These include External 
timber cladding, Timber decking, 
Standard details for Thermal 
Performance and Timber frame 
construction 4th edition.

Each drawing is provided in both JPEG 
and PDF format2. 

How do I use this benefit?
Visit the ‘Technical information’ area 
of the website, select the ‘Detail 
Drawings’ link, then choose the 
category you require. 

You must be signed in as a member 
to download the detail drawings. 
If you have misplaced your login 
details please use the ‘forgotten 
your password?’ link on the login page.

Detail drawings

8 x 10 mm anti-capillary
groove

Breather membrane

Treated softwood battens

1 	 Excludes written advice, for which minimum charges apply.
2 	 You are permitted to use the drawings for internal use only. If you wish to republish them in any way, including on a website, then specific permission must be obtained from TRADA.
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Wood Information Sheets

TRADA members are entitled to discounts of 10% off all British Standards 
and up to 50% off TRADA publications and other publishers in the bookshop. 
We also offer bulk discounts on TRADA publications. 

Dedicated British Standards section
To ensure that everything is at your fingertips, we publish a list of regularly 
updated British Standards relevant to timber. 

Customise TRADA books with your brand
As well as bulk discounts we can create special branded editions of our 
recent bestsellers, or produce more customised editions for members’ own 
use. These make ideal sales promotion tools, corporate gifts or training 
materials3.

How do I use this benefit? 
All our books and the most popular standards can be 
ordered online at www.trada.co.uk/bookshop. Alternatively to 
discuss your requirements and place your order contact our 
publications team. 
t +44 (0) 1494 569602 
e publications@trada.co.uk 

To discuss any bespoke use of TRADA information please 
contact Jacquie Shanahan. 
t +44 (0) 1494 569648 
e jshanahan@trada.co.uk

Up to 50% discount on books and British Standards

Case studies feature inspirational timber 
buildings selected for their quality in design 
and construction. Each study demonstrates 
why timber was selected and how the 
design works, including a comprehensive 
technical description and detail drawings. 

TRADA members’ involvement is 
highlighted, whether in the design or supply 
of materials.

Timber Solutions focus on specific building 
elements and show how common design 
challenges have been successfully 
addressed in timber.

How do I use this benefit?
Visit the ‘Case Studies’ area of the website for a list of all 
available Case Studies and Timber Solutions and follow the 
links for more information.

You must be signed in as a member to download the case 
study documents, including the architectural detail drawings. 
If you have misplaced your login details please use the 
‘forgotten your password?’ link on the login page.

Please contact membership.
t +44 (0) 1494 569603
e membership@trada.co.uk

Inspirational case studies and timber solutions

Members can download all current TRADA 
Wood Information Sheets (WIS’s) free of charge 
from the TRADA website.

How do I use this benefit?
Visit either the Library or the Bookshop areas of the website 
and use the search facility to locate the sheet you require. 

Additional printed copies are available at discounted 
members prices. Please contact:
t +44 (0) 1494 569602
e publications@trada.co.uk

1| Deal Pier Café BarCase Study

Introduction
Deal, once a beach-fronted seaport, 
developed as a resort with the decline of sail. 
A number of piers were built, the most recent 
of which is a concrete piled structure by Sir 
William Halcrow & Partners built in 1957. The 
end of the pier was designed with three levels 
for viewing, boating and fi shing, although the 
lower level has never been viable. In good 
weather, the pier is a haven for walkers and a 
regional hotspot for sea anglers. In storms it is 
closed and breakers crash between the raised 
tiers. Beyond the pier, just out on the horizon, 
lie the Goodwin Sands. 

Niall McLaughlin Architects has designed a 
new cafe at the end of the pier, commissioned 
in an RIBA competition. It is a simple timber-
framed glazed pavilion which gives all-round 
views to the sea; the timber structure is a 
repetitive form which resembles the skeleton 
of a beached whale or the ribs of a ship. The 
café preserves an alfresco quality, a setting 
for a cup of tea at the end of the pier enclosed 
by a structure which deals with the challenges 
of an endlessly changeable maritime 
environment.

Project information
Completion date: November 2008

Building type: Café bar

Location: Kent

Client: Dover District Council

Architect: Niall McLaughlin 
Architects

Structural engineer: Price & Myers

Main contractor: Barwick Construction

Joinery: Canterbury Joinery

Timber element(s): Trussed portal frame, 
window frames and 
screen

Timber specie(s): Iroko hardwood

Awards Wood awards 2009,
Winner, Best Structure

Stephen Lawrence Prize 
2009: Shortlisted

RIBA Award 2009: 
Winner

American Institute 
of Architects 
Commendation for 
Design Excellence, 2009

Deal Pier, Kent
Café Bar

Building description
The building is organised into two parts, 
one entirely opaque and one as glazed 
as possible. The opaque end contains 
public toilets, open to all pier users and 
café customers, kitchen, entrance and pier 
attendant rooms. The slightly larger glazed 
part is the café which is conceived as a single 
simple space open to the outside. The glass 
walls, tilting to give refl ections of the surface 
of the sea, are fl anked by built-in bench seats. 
The internal seats share a seat back with 
the external seats but are at a slightly higher 
level, allowing views out over the heads of 
the others. Natural ventilation, brought in 
under the benches, is recycled through a heat 
exchange in winter and discharged through 
high-level clerestories in summer. Internal 
lighting is divided between concealed up-
lights to illuminate the ceiling rafters and an 
array of dangling pendants.

1

| John Hope Biodiversity Centre, Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh

Case Study

Introduction

The Royal Botanic Garden, established in 

1670 as a physic garden, is now a world-

renowned centre for plant science, research 

and education. To improve facilities for 

visitors and to encourage their interest in the 

Garden’s work and the relevance of plants, a 

new building has been designed by Edward 

Cullinan Architects to house exhibitions, a 

media studio, indoor and outdoor education 

spaces, offi ces, a shop, restaurant and a new 

biodiversity garden. The Gateway acts as a 

threshold to one of the world’s most important 

botanical institutions and aims to capture the 

spirit and enthusiasm of that organisation. 

As part of the brief, it is designed to be an 

outstanding example of green construction 

and sustainability.

Building description

The Gateway is set on an important crossing 

of routes and gives wheelchair access to the 

central part of the Garden. Most visitors enter 

through the double-height entrance foyer, a 

dramatic space supported by a diagrid of 

tapering glulam beams and framing a view 

of the Garden beyond. The foyer leads into a 

large exhibition space with a fully glazed east 

wall, 60 metres long, which forms a gentle 

curve to frame views of the new biodiversity 

garden. 

Project information

Completion date: August 2009

Building type: Visitor centre

Location: Royal Botanic Garden, 

Edinburgh

Client: Royal Botanic Garden 

Edinburgh

Architect: Edward Cullinan 

Architects

Structural, civil, 

ground, fi re and 

façade engineer:

Buro Happold

Building services 

engineer:

Max Fordham

Contractor: Xircon

Project manager: EC Harris

Timber 

subcontractor:

Donaldson & McConnell

Joinery: Elmwood

Furniture: Ben Dawson

Timber supplier: KLH (cross-laminated 

spruce) Woodtrade (SVL) 

Russwood (larch)

John Hope Gateway Biodiversity Centre, Edinburgh

Visitor Centre

Timber element(s): Glulam beam structure

Cross-laminated plank 

fl oor, roof and partitions

External cladding

Upper level fl oor and 

deck 

Helical staircase, 

reception desk and bar, 

timber curtain walling – 

SVL (structural veneered 

lumber)

Tables

Timber specie(s): European whitewood, 

Spruce, Larch, Douglas 

fi r, Ash, Elm, Sycamore

Award(s): Building Design Public 

Building Architect of the 

Year IStructE Best Arts & 

Entertainment Building 

Award

[Continued page 2]

3 	 Normally subject to a minimum order quantity.
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Online CPD tracking

A CPD tracking device is available to enable you to keep a log of the number 
of articles you have read on the site. The system simply records the number 
of articles you have viewed within a given timeframe. You can print a 
certificate at any time showing the CPD points accrued.

How do I use this benefit?
Ensure you are signed in as a member then visit the 
‘Membership’ page and click the ‘My CPD’ button. The first 
time you visit this area you need to enable CPD tracking. 
When you subsequently visit the system will show the 
number of CPD points accrued by month, with a link to print 
your certificate. 

You can disable CPD tracking at any time.

Eurocode 5 design software 
The new online edition of timbersizer EC5 is a time-saving design tool for 
engineers, architects, builders and other construction professionals. It will 
help to ensure designs meet the requirements of Eurocode 5 (EC5), which 
replaced British Standard 5268, the code for timber structures, in 2010.

Based on TRADA calculations, timbersizer EC5 covers all domestic structural 
timber members:

Joists for domestic floors, ceilings or flat roofs•	
Binders supporting ceiling joists•	
Rafters•	
Purlins supporting rafters, sheeting or decking.•	

timberconnections EC5 calculates the load capacity of individual fasteners 
based on timber strength classes C16 or C24. You can calculate connection 
capacities with nails, screws, bolts, dowels and coach screws in two and 
three member combinations of timber and steel.

timbersizer and timberconnections are free to all TRADA members.

timbersizerPro and timberconnectionsPro
This software is available on a subscription basis to members at a discounted 
rate.

Subscribers can customise and tweak all design parameters with advanced 
controls to define specific timber sizes and unload values for strength classes 
in the range C14-D70.

Both products generate custom reports in PDF format for records and 
Building Control purposes. These reports demonstrate where the design 
meets or fails to meet the requirements of Eurocode 5, and provide more 
detailed feedback for the user, including numerical strength / stress 
comparisons of timber performance.

How do I use this benefit?
Visit the ‘Technical information’ area of the website 
and select the ‘Design tools’ link. Each program can be 
accessed from this page. 

Users can access the online tool from a PC or MAC, 
whenever they choose. TRADA engineers maintain 
timbersizer EC5 to ensure it always reflects the latest 
version of Eurocode 5.

Eurocode 5 design software
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Point of sale literature

The ‘Choose & Use’ Point of sale (POS) 
literature, launched early in 2008, is 
available exclusively to members of 
TRADA. Based on market research among 
merchant members, the sheets have been 
designed to help merchants guide their 
customers in making the right choice 
of timber materials. A growing range of 
sheets are available for merchants to 
download and print.

The sheets incorporate an editable text 
box where you can add your company 
information before printing. You are 
encouraged to print copies and distribute 
them to your trade and retail customers.

How do I use this benefit?
Each sheet can be downloaded in a PDF format by visiting 
the ‘Technical information’ area of the website and selecting 
the ‘Choose and Use Sheet’ link.

If you would like us to print copies on your behalf, please 
contact Jacquie Shanahan to discuss your requirements.
t +44 (0) 1494 569648
e jshanahan@trada.co.uk

You must be signed in as a member to download the Choose 
& Use sheets. If you have misplaced your login details please 
use the ‘forgotten your password?’ link on the login page.

External wood cladding

Produced by TRADA, the Timber Research and Development Association (www.trada.co.uk) 
in conjunction with wood for good (www.woodforgood.com)

Wood cladding is becoming
increasingly popular once
more as a facing material,
replacing brick or rendered
finishes with warm and
practical facades that are 
seen as a more sustainable
option. It is used for internal
or external applications,
although you must consider
the durability of the timber
when selecting material for 
external use.

Wood cladding is generally
easy to fix, but do consider
final detailing, especially on
corner joints and at ground
level on external applications.

Sustainable timber
Timber is the most sustainable building product available. It is

naturally renewable - over 97% of softwood timber used in the UK

comes from Europe, where the forest area is increasing by the

equivalent of 3 football pitches every hour of the day and

night**. For reassurance for softwoods and hardwoods look for

certification labels like FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) or PEFC

(Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification). Always

ask your supplier about their responsible purchasing policies.

** IIED & ECCM, Using Wood to Mitigate Climate Change, 2004 and MCPFE/UNECE-FAO State of Europe’s Forests, 2003.

Choosing external cladding
When choosing any form of board cladding, consider:

� The choice of species

� The size and length of boards available

� The degree of weather protection

� The ease of installation and fixing

� The choice of finish

� The robustness of the material.

Softwood continues to be the most popular external cladding for

most buildings. Western Red Cedar and European Larch are

naturally durable, but thanks to modern preservative methods*, 

less durable species are also widely used. Heat treatment (e.g.

Thermowood®) and wood modifying processes (e.g. Accoya®) have

introduced a new range of softwood products that achieve greater

durability without the use of preservatives.

Durable temperate hardwoods, such as European Oak and Sweet

Chestnut, are increasingly used. With the exception of their

sapwood, they can be used without treatment. They can be installed

kiln dried or ‘green’, but ‘green’ timber requires special detailing to

allow for shrinkage and movement. Tropical hardwoods are

generally stronger, more robust and durable than softwoods for

cladding. As some of these species may be less well known, check

suitability, certification and availability with your merchant.

This information sheet provides general advice only and is not specific to the requirements of a particular building project. It is the builder’s responsibility to check compliance with
building regulations and standards. © TRADA Technology and wood for good.  * Refer to the Choose and Use ‘Treated timber’ publication. 

Treated timber

Produced by TRADA, the Timber Research and Development Association (www.trada.co.uk) 
in conjunction with wood for good (www.woodforgood.com)

Timber won’t rot if it’s 
kept dry to a moisture
content below 20%. When 
it’s used outside, this may 
not be possible.

There are two answers: 
either you can use a 
naturally durable timber, 
like oak or western red cedar,
or you can use a non-durable
softwood that’s been treated
with a suitable preservative.

Natural durability and treatment considerations
Timber is a variable material; different species have different 

properties. Some timbers, typically many hardwoods, are more

naturally durable and more resistant to decay, fungal or insect

attack. However, some softwoods contain natural chemicals 

that can also make them more resistant.

Because softwoods are inexpensive, readily available and renewable,

they are popular for general construction work. Depending on

where they are needed in a building, some will require additional

protection by using a preservative treatment.

The type of treatment, and how it’s applied, will depend on several

factors, as follows:

� The natural durability of the species of timber you are using

� Its resistance to penetration by preservatives (its ‘permeability’)

� The end use of the timber

� The service life required

� The ease of any future maintenance.

Whatever the considerations, by far the most effective method 

for applying a preservative treatment to timber is by industrial 

pre-treatment. These treatments can provide a measurable and

controlled amount of protection which can be varied to suit the

species, its end use and its desired service life.

Sustainable timber
Timber is the most sustainable building product available. It is

naturally renewable - over 97% of softwood timber used in the UK

comes from Europe, where the forest area is increasing by the

equivalent of 100 football pitches an hour.* For reassurance for

softwoods and hardwoods look for certification labels like FSC

(Forest Stewardship Council) or PEFC (Programme for the

Endorsement of Forest Certification). Always ask your supplier

about their responsible purchasing policies.

* IIED & ECCM, Using Wood to Mitigate Climate Change, 2004 and MCPFE/UNECE-FAO State of Europe’s Forests, 2003.

This information sheet provides general advice only and is not specific to the requirements of a particular building project. It is the builder’s responsibility to check compliance with
building regulations and standards. © TRADA Technology and wood for good. 

CHOOSE 
AND USE
UP-TO-DATE 
INFORMATION 
FOR BUILDERS

Timber species

Wood is a natural material,
and is sourced from many
different tree species. Each
species produces timber
which varies in colour, density
and performance properties,
all of which will influence
that species’ suitability for 
a particular job.

Tree species are broadly
divided into two main
groups: softwood and
hardwood. Softwood comes
from cone-bearing trees,
which are described as
coniferous, while hardwood
comes from deciduous trees
which shed their leaves at the
end of the growing season 
or during a dry season.

Hardwoods are also 
divided into two further
groups, tropical and
temperate, depending on
where they grow.

Softwoods
Softwood timber is obtained from conifers - trees which have

needle-like leaves and usually bear cones. Softwoods are the most

commonly used timber materials because they are generally less

expensive than hardwoods, are readily available, easy to work 

with and are less dense than most hardwoods.

• Of the 650 species of softwoods throughout the world,

approximately 50 are in commercial use

• Most softwood used in the UK comes from Sweden, UK forests,

Finland, Latvia, Germany and Russia.

Produced by TRADA, the Timber Research and Development Association (www.trada.co.uk) 
in conjunction with wood for good (www.woodforgood.com)

This information sheet provides general advice only and is not specific to the requirements of a particular building project. It is the builder’s responsibility to check compliance with
building regulations and standards. © TRADA Technology and wood for good. 

Sustainable timber
Timber is the most sustainable building product available. It is 

naturally renewable - over 97% of softwood timber used in the 

UK comes from Europe, where the forest area is increasing by the

equivalent of 100 football pitches an hour.* For reassurance for

softwoods and hardwoods look for certification labels like FSC

(Forest Stewardship Council) or PEFC (Programme for the

Endorsement of Forest Certification). 

* IIED & ECCM, Using Wood to Mitigate Climate Change, 2004 and MCPFE/UNECE-FAO State of Europe’s Forests, 2003.

 

These briefing sheets summarise the 
requirements of the main codes and 
regulations impacting construction. 
The briefings are regularly updated, 
with subjects including building 
regulations (England & Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland), as 
well as the main codes such as the 
Code for Sustainable Homes (CSH), 
Eurocode 5 and Construction 
(Design & Management) (CDM) 
regulations.

How do I use this benefit?
Each sheet can be downloaded in a PDF format by visiting 
the ‘Regulations & Codes’ area of the website and following 
the links.

Construction briefing sheets

We offer in-house briefings on topical 
subjects of strategic business relevance 
(e.g. developments in Regulations, Codes 
and Standards) to senior managers/
directors of TRADA member companies. 
These are provided free of charge to 
companies in Timber Industry membership 
bands F, G and H, with a substantial 
discount to all other members. 

How do I use this benefit?
Contact Rupert Scott.
t +44 (0) 1494 569817
e rscott@trada.co.uk
to discuss how we can tailor our briefings 
to your business and to book your event.

In-house briefings for senior management

CONSTRUCTIONBRIEFINGS

1
October 2010 (Version 1)

E&W Part L Party Wall Thermal Bypass

Fig 1. Timber frame site showing erection of ground fl oor panels and party wall cavities

Approved Document L (ADL) 2010 was released in April 2010 and is due to come into effect in October 2010. There has been a number of changes throughout the document, ranging from improved backstop U-values, a requirement to increase the amount of air tightness testing and an overall improvement in the dwelling emission rate. All of these changes or improvements represent a significant increase from the 2006 requirements. 

One of the more fundamental new additions for ADL2010 is the consideration of the thermal performance of party walls. Up until the 2006 edition of Part L, the thermal performance 

1 Introduction

Party Wall Thermal Bypass

England & Wales Building Regulations: Part LConservation of Fuel and Power

of a party wall was assumed to be ‘perfect’, ie with a U-Value of 0.0 W/m²K. This was based on the fact that both sides of the wall are within the heated envelope of a building, so there should be no temperature differential from one side to the other, and so no heat loss.
ADL2010 now stipulates that party walls must be assigned a U-Value based on certain criteria, and that this U-Value is used in SAP calculations to determine the CO2 emission of the building. This construction briefing discusses why this change has been made and the consequences for timber frame buildings.

Effective from October 2010 in England and Wales

CONSTRUCTION

BRIEFINGS

1
October 2010 (Version 1)

Scot S6 Energy Domestic Summary of Amendments October 2010 (Version 1)East Cambusmoon Farm

The 2007 report ‘A Low Carbon Building Standards Strategy 

for Scotland’ (commonly known as the ‘Sullivan Report’) 

made a variety of recommendations on further improving 

the environmental performance of buildings. A key 

recommendation of the Report was staged improvements 

in energy standards in 2010 and 2013, with the aim of net 

zero carbon in 2016/17, if practical. In response to that 

report the Scottish Government have now released the 

2010 Technical Handbooks containing guidance aimed 

at reducing CO2 emissions from new buildings by 30% 

beyond current standards. 

1 Introduction

A Summary of Changes in 2010 Edition
Scottish Building Standards: Domestic: 

Section 6: Energy

This is consistent with previous improvements in energy 

standards which have been made over many years, 

culminating in 2007 with the move to a carbon dioxide 

emissions based methodology for assessing carbon and 

energy performance in new buildings.

The new standards are introduced against the background 

of The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009, which 

creates a statutory framework for the long term reduction 

of greenhouse gas emissions from all sectors (not just 

construction) in Scotland. The high level measures required 

in each sector to meet Scotland’s statutory climate change 

targets, for 2022 and in the long term, are set out in the 

Scottish Government’s Climate Change Delivery Plan. 

Effective from Oct 2010 in Scotland
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