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Althoughit s a cold evening,
down by one of the fishhouses
an old man sis netiing,
his net,in the gloaming almost invisible,
adark purple brown,
and his shuttle worn and polished.
‘The air smells so strong of codfish
it makes one's nose run and one’s eyes water.
“The five fishhouses have steeply peaked roofs.
and narrow, cleated gangplanks slant up
o storerooms in the gables
for the wheelbarrows to be pushed up and down on.
Al silver: the heavy surface of the sea,
sweling slowly as if considering spiling over,
e, but the siver of the benches,

the lobster pots, and masts, scattered
among the wild jagged rocks,

of an apparent translucenc
like the smal old buildings with an emerald moss
growing on their shoreward wialls
“The big fish tubs are completely lined
with ayers of beautful herring scales
and the wheelbarrows are similarly plastered
with creamy iidescent coats of mail,
with small iridescent fies crawiing on ther
Up on the it siope behind the houses,
setin the sparse bright sprinkle of grass,
is an ancient wooden caspan,
cracked, with two long bleached handles
and some melancholy stains, lie dried blood,
where the ironwork has rusted.
ExcerptFrom ThePoem ‘AtTheFishhouses’ By
Elizabeth Bishop
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