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Contents
• Aspects of performance

– Appearance
– Sustainability
– Thermal insulation
– Weather resistance
– Ease of operation
– Security & safety
– Low maintenance
– Durability

• Design & specification
• Contractual responsibility

Appearance
Gaudi

Appearance
Art Nouveau

Appearance
Royal Opera House

Appearance
Greenpeace HQ
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Appearance
Nursing Home 
Ireland Appearance

Dublin Flat
Ireland

Appearance
Clarion Quay, Ireland

Appearance
Modern Sliding Sash

Appearance
Velux Aluminium faced Window/Wall

Sustainability
Accoya Windows
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Sustainability
Accoya Windows

Sustainability
Accoya Windows

Sustainability
Accoya Windows

Sustainability
Accoya Windows

Sustainability
Accoya Windows Sustainability

Accoya Windows
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Sustainability
Accoya Windows

Sustainability
laminated profiles

Insulation
Aluminium Window Section

Insulation
PVCU Window Section

Insulation
Passivhaus Window

Weather
Covered / flush joint
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Weather
Pressure relief

Operation
Opening types

Security
Espagnolette locking

Security
Espagnolette locking

Maintenance
Aluminium Beads

Maintenance
Powder coated Aluminium Facing
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Durability
Ventilation  Drain Glaze

Durability
Window sills

Durability
Pre-cast Concrete Sill

Design – Ten Steps
1. Design windows to be recessed preferably into wall

2. Choose the type of window for ease of operation, cleaning, security 
and safety

3. Prepare sufficient detail for appearance but allow for manufacturers  
to take on full design responsibility

4. Prepare full specifications referring where possible to British or 
European standards

5. Ensure that the specifications include sufficient criteria where 
manufacturers are responsible for design

Design – Ten Steps
6. Specify a fully ventilated/drained glazing method

7. Specify that windows are to be fully factory finished

8. Choose window manufacturers whose products are supported 
by testing and third party certification

9. Specify that windows are to be installed into performed 
openings and not ‘built in’

10. Ensure factory finished windows are sufficiently protected 
during building construction
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